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In late April, the Dave Thomas Foundation for 
Adoption hosted more than 600 Wendy’s 
Wonderful Kids recruiters and staff for its annual 
Wendy’s Wonderful Kids Summit. Children’s Home 
Society’s Child-Focused Recruiter Amy Castelloe 
was recognized as Recruiter of the Year at the 
summit.

Child-Focused Recruitment follows the Wendy’s 
Wonderful Kids® model that connects the longest-
waiting youth in foster care to extended family or 
an adoptive family uniquely suited for the youth. 
Children served through this model are three times 
more likely to be adopted. 

“We are so proud of Amy, and she represents the 
dedication of the full Child-Focused Recruitment 
team,” said Rebecca Starnes, CHS Chief Program 
Officer. “The accomplishments we make through 

Children’s Home Society 
Recruiter Honored  
By the Dave Thomas 
Foundation for Adoption

“What I enjoy most about 

being a recruiter is the 

relationships we get to build 

with the children. I think it’s 

so important for all children to 

have a permanent home.” 

- Amy Castelloe

Amy Castelloe Named  

Child-Focused Recruiter of the Year

our Child-Focused Recruitment team are 
particularly rewarding in the success attained 
connecting the children, who have waited the 
longest, with a permanent, safe, and loving 
family.”

Amy was recognized as Wendy’s Wonderful Kids 
2024 Recruiter of the Year for her passion for 
permanent placements as evidenced in how 
she diligently approaches implementing the 
Child-Focused Recruitment model. She turns 
over every stone and revisits previous steps 
when a dead end is encountered. Her bright 
light shines throughout her work by reframing 
situations to support those who need it.


